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THE FIRST PRESIDED/7
President McKinley has a habit

the portentous document submitted
The unprecedented circumstances o:

or a state paper tnat snoum ranK a

But Mr. McKinley successfully resis
proof sheets of all the twenty thous
guarded over night without temptii

THE PR
The first third of the essay migh

ableness of the remainder. It is si
familiar story in the baldest official

NO
The President is absolutely nonournew possessions. Hfe intimates

neace has been ratified, and in the

proposes to continue the military g(

c
On one point President McKinlej

that Cuba is to be absolutely indepei
sibility. "It should be our dut;
up the waste places of the islai
assist them to form a governm
realizing the best aspirations c

These are needed words, and, coi

eign tendency to describe our war as

THE Bl
The message makes it evident th

subjects more seriously than our ow

The slaughter of the miners at Latl
ters in this country, was deeply rese

among the killed. Even the verdict
served the miners right has not satis
to put in a claim for an in&emnitv fi

THE
The President ranges hihiself unr

Canal. He urges action in behalf of
declares that "ouj- national polioy n

by this Government." That is excel]
yet if the President had explained e

he had announced in unmistakable t

operated by the United States.

Hi
Mr. McKinley recounts with just

the key of the Pacific under America
gives no hint of the nature of the go
that is left for the report of the comr

NO RADIC
President McKinley disappoints t

retirement of the greenbacks and the
provision adopted forbidding the reiss
for gold. This, of course, would ever

certificates, with which consummation
question happily settled.

A
The President heartily indorses S(

class battle ships, t.iree 12,000-ton an

tons each. He also indorses the prop(
miral for the bpnefit of officers who
Admiral part of this recommendation
through.but the Vice Admiral part \

the time the matter is settled we ma

TH
The message properly calls attenti

census of 1900. Our last national stoc
colonial world power will be a matt*
duty of Congress to see at once that i

A
The President seconds Alger's reqi

tone that indicates a realization of tl
tempt to explain, 1, why 100,000 men

many pays for nearly 600,000 regulars,
construction of new ships, or, 3, why j

THE
Four of the five points of the Journa

Hawaiian annexation, the Nica
bases iu the West Indies are fa
his judicious observations on these su

essay would have been much more gei

SEMBRICH IN
THE role of Dumas's tuberculous Lady

of the Camelias, made musical by
Verdi, is still a very vital role, and

every prima donna with a fine selection of
diamonds, and high notes loves it. Violetta
in "La Traviata," like Marguerite Gautier
in "Camille," is a "star" role.one that
renders every other part insignificant, and
holds the 'centre of the stage with a genuinelydramatic fervor. It gives a great
opportunity to the prima donna who is
addicted to what may be called Fourth-ofJulyof the voice, and who has managed to

acquire during her travels among queens
and czars and other foreign potentates a

variegated-collection of gems. She can wear

all the jewels she possesses plastered
across her breast, in the first act, if she
chooses, for they are extremely appropriate
during that magnificent property supper
scene, where hungry looking supers anu

superines are allowed to "set to," and enjoya nice ineal of papier mache apples and
wax candles. Patti was a glittering marTelwhen she used to sing Violetta.
It was Marcella Sembrich who undertook

the part at the Metropolitan Opera House
last night. Nobody doubted her ability to

acquit herself creditably, for Violetta is not
a part that the novice or the debutante
would care to sing. There was consequentlyan extremely big house, drawn probably
by Sembrich rather than by "Travlata".an
opera which we have grown to associate
with barrel organs and hurdy-gurdies, and
"Popular Selections for Small Fingers," to
say nothing of "Seaside Melodies." (Melodiesare always packed off to the seaside
when they get stale.)
Mme. Sembrich "made good" in marvellouslyquick time, and when the first

act came to an end the house broke into
cheers. No, they were not the usual perfunctorycheers that a number of stentorian
gentlemen at the back wear for appearances'sake. They were genuine, and they
were deserved. The curtain was lifted seven
or eight times, and the audience declined to
settle down until Sembrich had sent up
a few more vocal rockets. The prima donna
was really magnificent. Her trills sounded
like those of a chubby, well-fed bird, and
her roulades were clear and IrresistibleI
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~!AL MESSAGE OF GREATER A,
of disappointing expectations in his n

to Congress yesterday he did not devia
f the time invited and seemed to compe
s one of the colossal landmarks of our

sted every inducement to produce suel
land words of the message might ha\>
ig any journalistic burglar to approprh
ESIDENT AS HISTORIAN.
t have been omitted with much advant
imply a history of the war with Spain,
style, and destitute of a single new fac

COLONIAL POLICY.
committal as to the policy to be adoptet
that this matter may be discussed aft
meantime, in the absence of legislation
rvernments which have existed since ou

UBA TO BE FREE.
/ is commendably explicit. He reiterate
ndent. He does not even mention anne:

y," he declares, "to assist in every
ml, encourage the industry of tli
ent which sliail be free andiudei
»f the Cuban people."
ming from such a source, they ought tc
one of selfish aggression.
ITCHERY AT LATTIMER.
at some foreign governments regard tl
n Government regards the lives of An
timer, which was so generally appfaude
nted by Austria-Hungary, which had a

of the intelligent jury which decided 1

sflcd the Austrian authorities, who have
om our Government.

NICARAGUA CANAL
nistakably among the advocates of
the enterprise at the present session ol

ow, more imperatively than ever, calls
lent as far as it goes, but it would ha

xactly whar he meant by "control," an

erms that the canal should be construe

AWAII ANNEXED,
satisfaction the s'teps by which the cr

.n control was secured to his Administ:
vernment he thinks should be given t
nission that has been investigating the

AL UUKKtliU i KtrUKIYl.
he currency reformers by declining to
; substitution of bank notes. He would
me of greenbacks redeemed in gold exce

ltually transform all the legal tender ]

Mr. McKinley apparently would considi

MIGHTY NAVY,
scretary Long's new naval programme
nored cruisers, three cruisers of 6,000 a

)sition to revive the grades of Admiral
have distinguished themselves in the
will meet with no objection.Dewey a

vill revive the Sampson-Schley contro
y have two Vice Admirals or none at a

E NEW CENSUS.
luii iu me urgent neeu ior a prompt pr

:k-taking in the nineteenth century and
?r of supreme interest and importance,
It shall not be Porterized and ruined.

GREAT ARMY.
jest for an army of 100,000 men, but in
le unpopularity of the project. But he
are needed; 2, why they should cost m

4,000,000 reserves and her entire navy,
my reorganization at all should be intri

NATIONAL POLICY.
l's National Policy receive indorsement i

ragua Canal, the mighty navy, a

ivorably dwelt upon. If the President 1

bjects in such a mass of unnecessary
lerally read and more highly appreciat

i -traViata;1"
She managed to throw a certain amount o
fervor into her work, and I am perfectl,
convinced that she enjoyed singing just a

much as we enjoyed hearing her sing. Sh
splashed through the florid passages witi
an intrepidity worthy of Patti, and divesuccessfullyfor the high notes in a wa;
that made the audience say "Oh!"
The effect of hearing fireworks is realp

not very unlike that of seeing them.
you listened to Sembrich you feit the sen
sation of agreeable amazement that yoi
experience when you see a colossal Cath
erine wheel sputtering forth gorgeoui
cnnrl'C /w «i nrhnlo nar>l* f! rtv-re n L'tifc ov

ploded at once, regardless of expense.
Sembrich has "arrived," and I shall b«

Mme> o m Vi

very much surprised If this operatic season
has any more powerful card to play. There
is absolutely no doubt about the fate of
Sembrich in New York this year. She is a

woman with temperament, and I hold that
temperament is necessary.even at the
opera. Of course it is always agreeab'e to
listen to a glacial lady with a perfect dee,
highly cultivated, warbling Juliet like an

irreproachable iceberg. But something
more than voice is necessary, and that
something Is thrust forward by Sembrich.
Her work is not absolutely free from effoi't
at times, but for all that it appeals to you,
and it is a delightful surprise at all times.
Physically, I suppose that it would be impossibleto secure an ideal Lady of the

Camelias in opera. Sembrich didnt' impress
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.11.More startling still wr

escapes. Fortunately
ovislon for the s«rted when the flre bn

I our first as a of llfe must have result
and it is the A11 our New York tm*

are a menace to safety
thousand people, many
employed in offices abov

arf apologetic ^re department wor
makes no at- Fire-escapes are absoh

lore than (_rei- these skyscrapers. Not
including the

a death trap in itself, bi
isted to Alger. way^ properly protected

so that a woman could i

n the message, out the fear of losing h
nd strategic dashed to death,
lad not buried In the interest of t'
verbiage his lives are daily endangei

ed. niggardliness of the o

iLAN DALE ON THE OPERA
AT THE METROPOLITAN.

f mo with the idea that the germs of tube
y culosis were hovering among her diamond
s Nor was there the suspicion of a eraviu
e for coci liver oil in the repressed tuinu
a of her embonpoint. She was tightly co
I setted, and she suggested a ripe old ag<
y and a series of curtain lectures for ht
Armand Duval.

7 I presume that there is no such thing a
=s a vocal Sarah Bernhardt. Songbirds groi

fat with wonderful regularity, for thei
i work is healthy, and muscular developmen
seems to be a result of vocal calesthenics

3 So you are obliged to shut your eyes whe
they sing.to accept, an Isolde who is ap
parently training for Huber's, a Juliet wh

; looks as though she could take Romeo o
her knee and spank him, and a consump
tive Camille, who is radiant with liealt!
and who has lungs that Dr. Koch's lynipl
would simply laugh at. t

Nobody pays very much attention to thi
story of an opera.fortunately. I have n<

doubt that there were very many peoph
in last night's audience who had no idei
that "Traviata" was a musical version o

"Gamine." They saw and heard the ainnz

lng Sembrich singing to, at, by and arouni
a neat young man in velvet knickerbockers
trimmed with cheap lace, and they aske(
no questions. It is not the least use in tin
world expecting anything more from open
than music. Tradition says that operr
must be sung with scenery and costumes
but I am inclined to think that it woult
be just as acceptable without them.
In the scene with Armand's father, Sem

brich was duly melancholy and pathetic
Perhaps it was at this time that the ston
began to be apparent. But she was qbliget
to reserve her pathos until she had finlshet
singing. No prima donna can convey th<
idea of mortal anguish while sl\^ is trillinj
birdily and running up and down tin
scales. Sembrich blanched her face a litth
in this scene to act up to the dawn of con

sumption, but she was still miraculouslj
healthy.
The role of Alfredo.Armand Duval.was

sung by that meek and sequestered young
person, M. Salignac. This gentleman Is ar

excellent foil for any Violette. He is so

tame, so discreet, and so exceedingly anx-

ificy: Annex Hawaii,
universities at West Pi

SIDENTIAL PETS OV

^.M: "You've taken room enou;
liam; but haven't you forgotten

That a fire-proof office buildings thi
building would ul- the Journal demai
ways burn, under edied without dela
favorable conditions,
has long been the beliefof practical fire- A LESSON
rikingly demonstrated
e upper stories of the CONCompany'sbuilding. DENSATIOI
was devised after the f1
;htened plans, it was of "boiling down"
Ties, and owing to its office. For instai
>epartment was pow- words he unloaded

he might have sail
is the absence of fire- "We have thrash
the offices were de- the Maine. I am r

Dke out, or great loss Philippines. Cuba
ed. as we think her rei

rering office buildings don't like to have
Not less than fifty the Nicaragua Can

of them women, are for the Paris Exp<
e the reach of effect-|make up with Cam

k. what to do with t
iitely necessary on all myself. When you
an ordinary ladder, don't give the gre

at a broad iron stair- gold. Give Alger
, should be provided, mighty navy. E
each the street with- Drum up trade in
[er footing and being next census. Make

let me pick my ma
he thousands whose serve the forests,
ed by the neglect or of the foundation o
wners of the many

Jous for the background. Alfredo was carefullyupholstered iu velvet, edged with
bargain-counter lace, and he looked very
much surprised at himself, and as though

... he coulwn't help wondering why he was
there. M. Salignac sang correctly enough,

^ although he had no objection to an occajtsional episode of flatness. I-Ie never rose
to the occasion. Possibly that was because

e Mme. Sembrich was the occasion, and she
^ was incomparably beyond lilm. Such a

costume as that invariably assigned to
s Alfredo must depress a singer, I should
v think. To act in these clothes is bad
r enough, but to stand in the middle of the
t stage and chant in them must be galling.

Tlie other roles were assigned to Catnpannarl, who is "doing himself proud" this
season; to little Mile. Bauermeister, who

0 is as familiar with Wagner as she Is with
Q Verdi; to Miss Roudez, Signor Vauni,
i- Jacques Bars, Lempriere Pringle and M.
1 Dufrlche.
j But "Traviata" last night was Sembrich,
and it was not a Sembrich merely loaded

5 with diamonds and high notes. It was a
) Sembrich vive with art, bristling with
j dramatic and vocal energy, happy, app.'audied and successful. The face of the prima
f donna, as she responded to the enthusiasm
of the house, was a study. It reflected just

1 about as much bliss as this tearful world
3 grants to the average worker in it. Seiu1bricb enjoyed herself, and so did we.

; ALAN DALE.

Busy.
.-fKf .r^u iinu iue i-uira vi mate rajtiguing?" inquired the interviewer.

"Fatiguing!" echoed Li Hung Chang. "I
should say so! Ft keeps me busy seeing
how many Russian roubles there are in an
English pound, and then getting the result
in Chinese taels so as to make sure who is
offering the most money.".Washington
Star.
r It Pleased Him.
j The Secretary.An express package,
i senor.

Seuor Sagasta.At iast. Here, let me
t open it. Yes, the treaty millions are here.

The Secretary.This is another sad but
glorious day, senor.

; Senor Sagasta.It is, my boy; it is. And
i I only wish it was four times as sad and
seven times as glorious..Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

secure bases in the
lint and Annapolis.

hf++++++++ ++++ +++*

ERLOOKED. | ay

^ tional thii
+ poor is pre*ggp^ -f the earnes

certain, an

Zp-* ^ that with
X that $10,00C
^ the wolf fi
> With th;
-4* spend the

gh to COV2r almost + in prevent

something ? " t what war

+++>++ +

J
it are without fire-escapes

a A

ids that this evil be remy- iMPUi

The President Austria, it
[ would obtain more her murde

readers for his liter- pudence tc
ary efforts if he imprisonm

SJ, would take a course try save Si
of lessons in the art have been

in some good newspaper deed been
ice, instead of the 20,000 would hav<
upon Congress yesterday acteristic c

3 this: and Prend
ted Spain and remembered of persona:
unning Porto Rico and the normal eg'
can run herself as soon feeling of

idy. Foreign governments taking of £

their subjects shot. Dig merely jus
al. Give a million dollars cheni undoi
osition. We are trying to and admir:
Ida. I shall let you know tative of tl

r .,T , Besides thelawaii as soon as I know from the pgive gold for greenbacks jg 0f the 1
enbacks for anything but dramatic ei

100,000 regulars. Build a ^ine of unri

>iscourage .yellow fever.
peQ]China. Take care of the Geneva

i Dewey an Admiral, and his appeal
n for Vice Admiral. Pre- prisonment
Celebrate the centennial thoughtful

peculiar tei
f Washington. Au revoir, existence c
iVlLLIAM M'KINLEY." ment than

TOE AND SKY
Wpj HE fire in the Home Insurance Build

ing proved what I have always con
tended, that there is no such thin;

in New> York as an absolutely fire-proo
building. It proves that all you have t
uo to Durn anytning is to mane tiio fir
hot enough. I have held to this theor;
ever since the mania for building sky
scrapers began.
A great many architects and builder

have laughed at me and proved, at leas
to iheir own satisfaction, on paper, tha
a modern eighteen-story building was no
inflammable. But their theories have al
gone up In the smoke of last night's fire.
In 1-894 I 'had a long conference witl

Chief Bonner 011 the subject of flre-proo:
buildings, and I advised him to make th<
recommendation, which he subsequently
did, that a building several hundred feei
above the ground, tilled by thousands 0;
people, needs more, and not less, protectioi
against tire than an ordinary old-fashionec
tliree-story -residence.

j um not, nowever, opposed ro tne build
Ing o? these structures. In a crowded, con
gesteft city like this a high building is
lierhaps, a good thing.even a necessity.
But, in order to be habitable, it should bt
properly guarded agninst tire.
To do this is not as difficult as might be

supposed. Let a law be passed compelling
every high building to have 011 its roof t

large tank, to hold at least 5,000 gallons ol
water, to be used exclusively in case ol
fire, this tank to be connected with host
nozzles ou each floor, the tank will be sup
plied by a steam pump in the basement, sc

that it will bo always ready for use.

The working and management would b<
entirely in charge of a special Are engineer
According to the law. which I would sug
gest. the owners of every high structure
would be compelled to employ such a man,

who would be responsible to the Fire De
partment and under its supervision. Ir
fact, h<> would be practically a fireman de
tailed for that particular building, just as

policemen are often detached from the regularforce for some special work.
In case of a fire, .it would be this man's

duty to get the hoSe^ready on all the floors,

West Indies, dig the I
And we reaffirm om
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Yesterday was an

OUNG eventful day in the
career of Frank Jay

OPPOR- Gould. He attained

JITIES. his majority and in-
cidentally inherited

phle
X Gould had been born in the first uph<
le Christian (,ra, and had lived and no i

itil this hour at a salary of $5,000 a The;
had saved every cent of it without over

X interest on his money, he would to d
eeded in accumulating the vast for- In'

according to his father's will has scrv

placed to his credit. dow
ill this boy do with it? What are affo:
ions? What dreams has he cher- com:
hat ideals will he realize? they
m intelligent, clear-headed young can

has probably asked himself these obst
and answered them. In the ab- Tb

lis decision it will be interesting to of tl
)on his opportunities and to specu- tied
his intentions. can

minimum income of $500,000 a year erai:
can spend $100,000 on his personal chas

and have $400,000 to trifle away, to as* i

charity or to add to his millions, the
illow the example of so many rich pass
wear his life out in the pursuit of

th, or will he give himself over to F
idleness and the enjoyment of sel- A
ires?
do neither. At present he is makcticalstudy of the railroad busi- RE
jan be found every day at his desk
:es of the Missouri Pacific Railway

Sant

natiAne n that Vl 13 will 11SP tO *"isk

ay either his time or his money. Adm

lay not endow a library, found a whei

r little children, go in for building that

?ments, or do any of the conven- the (

ngs for the amelioration of the that

ibable, but that he starts out with unne

t purpose to lead a useful life is be n

d it may not be too much to hope been

maturity will come the realization and

i,000 is a little more than will keep ordin

om the door. the ;

it point gained, Mr. Gould might in st

remainder of a very useful career is ev

:ing his left hand from knowing to of

ight hand was doing.

As only a moral
\N idiot could have committedthe crime of
.SSIN S assassinating the

DENCE. amiable and unof-
fending Empress of pen(j

: is not surprising that Luccheni, jjr

irer, should have the colossal im- ihe a

) complain of his punishment.life the C

ent. In any other European coun- their

Switzerland the death penalty would Mr

inflicted long ago, and had his s°rt.

done among Orientals torture Pape

e preceded death. But it is char- read

)f Luccheni, as it was of Guiteau inks!

ergast, to feel an immense sense nevei

I merit and importance. Only ab- schei

otism such as his can produce a the

injury in the light of which the Prom

l human life in reprisal seems not

stifiable but praiseworthy. Lucubtedlyregards himself as a great
ible public character.a represen- lor's
le wrongs of the submerged poor. p;rnCi
Lt, his vanity renders his removal (j()n t"
ubllc gaze intolerable to him. He ai.e J)r
meed to prefer the publicity of a Fo f
id on the scaffold to the dull rou- of Ge
loticed existence within a prison's <>f the

our st

pie will regret that under the law Uvon
Luccheni cannot in response to neeesi

against the sentence of life imbegranted a halter, but the more Bt ^
will reflect that to one of hi3 of go
nperament the jail and continued h>:pIoI
onstitute a much severer punish- 'J'/9
death would be. Decor

SCPAPDfo.
I- and liave things fairly under way before
i- the engines got to the scene.

? That is one of my suggestions, but it
f isn't the only one. The whole theory ol
0 municipal legislation in regard to 'high
e buildings is, I believe, based on a wrong
V principle.

The supposition is that a sky-scraper cannotbe made to burn and therefore needs
s less protection than an ordinary building,
t By a special regulation of the Building
t Board these structures are exempted from
t all those anti-fire methods in construction
1 which we rigidly enforce in othei; buildings.

A aK-foon.«tnrv lui'lrllrnr la not enamelled
i to have a fire-escape, the stairway oa.n

f wind around the elevator shaft, and it can

invite fire in a great many other ways, just
r because the men who supervise its erection
t regard it as the.V would a piece of asbesftos, a thing absolutely impervious to fire.
1 Now, I hold that all this sort of thing is
' wrong, .lust because high buildings are

popular, just because people do work and
live and swarm over them, every precautionknown to modern lire fighters ought
to be employed In their construction.
As a matter of course they ought to have

'

fire-escapes from the roof to the basement
of the most improved design. One etair:way is not enough. There should be at

I least two. and more if possible. In every
t instance the extra stairway ought to be
' placed as great a distance as possible from
the elevator shaft.
To suppose that just because a building

is modern and called Are proof It will stand
> such a fiery furnace draught as poured
against that wall is perfectly ridiculous.
The only wonder to my mind is that the

fire did not do a groat deal more damage.
I expected that it would sweep clear to the
river.

It was one of the best managed fires I
ever locked at.

1 To fight the flames thirteen stories above
the ground is a new experience for the ma'jority of firemen. No water tower or or-dinary hydrant hose could possibly carry
anything like that distance.
Fresh hose had to be carried up in sectionsto the upper floor of the Postal Tele-

Nicaragua Canal, build
r declaration in favor

The railroads are
T H carrying on an active

RAILROADS campaign against the
AND Nicaragua CaiaL

rIIr. a i Their literar-p Tvnronn
i nCi

is putting forth pam-
ts written by hired statisticians, who
3ld the thesis that the canal would be of
use either to the navy or to commerce,

y contend that the competition of the
land railroads would be so strenuous as

eprive the waterway of business,
the Nicaragua Canal rendered no other
ice than to reduce and permanently keep
n railroad charges the people could well
rd to build it. It is because the railroad
panies are keenly awake to this fact that
will employ every art that intelligence
suggest and money command to throw
acles in the way.
iat voyage of the Oregon down one side
tie hemisphere and up the other has seithecanal question so far as the Ameripeopleare concerned. Many railroad litybureaus and whole regiments of purledspecial pleaders would avail nothing
igainst that physical demonstration of
military need of the United States for a

age from ocean to ocean.

General Shafter
["H READBARE and his defenders

MI^RFP Persist in theas1V11°^ sumption that the
SENTATION. navy's desire for

the co-operation of
troops in the capture of the forts at
iago was due to an unwillingness to
the fire of the Spanish batteries. As
iral Sampson repeatedly explained
1 the plans were under consideration
it was not the risk from the guns, but
;ertainty of destruction from the mines
made him reluctant to take his ships
cessarily into a trap that could easily
lade harmless, as the explanation has
reiterated times without number since,
as the thing was always obvious to any

lary intelligence without an explanation,
persistence of General Shafter's friends

icking to the original misrepresentation
idence that they have no honest defence
fer.

Mr. F. B. Roland,
ALWAYS of Brooklyn, writes

^ to the Journal, reORCUBAN calling. ^ efforts beLIBERTY.fore the war in be

, half of Cuban indeence,and concluding:
>w is it that I find the Journal advocating
cquisition of Cuba, instead of seeking to give
uban peoi>le what they fought so hard for,
absolute liberty?
. Roland does not find anything- of the

If people who write letters to newsrswould take the trouble beforehand to
the things they criticise much needless
led would be spared. The Journal has
r missed an opportunity to denounce the
ne of Cuban annexation, and to demand

fulfilment, in spirit and letter, of our

ise to give independence to the island.

True Definition of Expansion.
r of the New York Journal:
ar Sir.I would like to see the Journal's edi"nationalexpansion does nqt mean national
>T" "nailed to the inast" as the true defirdif"expansion." Neither we nor our proteges
epared to debate the question of annexation,
he present, intelligent military rule, like that
neral Wood at Santiago, and the co-operation
schoolmaster for our colonies. When, under

ipervislon and control, they prove themselves
le of self-aovernment. then annexation mav
le a debatable question. But as -a military
sity they must always remain a part of oufr
>ry and we should always keep a representa)fthe mother country at the colonies (and
fir expense) Jo see that a republican form
vernment is enforced, and to prevent the
tations of the people by the money powot.
very truly. J. HAGDEUTY.

101 West Fifty-fifth street, New York City,
nber -1.

ISSIONER SCANNELL DISCUSSES
AN IMPORTANT MATTER.

graph Building and attached to the nosales
there. It involved a vast amount <<f work
and was accomplished in an almost iucred'ibly short time.

I have one other suggestion to make.
The permission of the Building Departmentis all "that is necessary for the
architect or owner of a proposed skyscraper.f think that the Fire Department
ought to be consulted before the plans
are finally passed. Men who by life-long
practice have become experts in knowing
wnere and now a nre is hKeiy to nreaK

out would, it seems to me, be far more
liable to detect the absence of any needed
lire precautions than a mere building commissioner,no matter how thorough the
knowledge of his department might be.

Fire Commissioner, New York.

SIGNATURE IN NEWSPAPERS.
There were some reporters of marked

ability when the war cloud burst in 38(11.
Sent to the front .as war correspondents,
they turned out work neither better nor

worse than that of many others, and what
they wrote disappeared in the smother of
the daily press. Then came Secretary
Stanton's order that correspondents should
sign their articles, and these men wrote
their names. Thereupon they became personalto their readers, and gradually there
grew up in those readers' minds the idea
of entities, of individuals who were telling
them by day what they /saw and heard.

Thecorrespondence became much more Interesting,not only because personality enabledthe men to tell their stories with
more directness, but because their readers
soon felt an interest in the adventures of
men whom they knew by name. Four
years of this caused the public to want
more from these men, and the men themselveshad a value to newspapers depending
on their personality. They went high in
the newspaper world, for each had genuine
ability of his own; but it was the signaturethat furnished the ladder of personalityon which they climbed..Alfred
Balch, in December Lripplncott'a.


